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Mill Creek South Homeowners Association 

Minutes of the Board 

Monthly Meeting, 7:00PM

November 11th, 2009
   Cale Cafeteria



http://www.millcreeksouth.org
The meeting was called to order at 7:05pm

Board members in attendance:  Scott Walk, Allison Scholl, Ronda McCauley, Brian McCauley, Jim Muehlberg, Dell Erwin (ARC Chair), Michael Wheelwright, John McMullen

Treasurers Report: 
The retainer was recovered from our attorneys Tucker, Griffin and Barnes.

A motion was made to cash out the MCS CD and reinvest the money in an account bearing higher interest.  Annual homeowner due notices will be sent in late December.  Interest will accrue at 12% APR for dues received after February 1st. Address is:  MCS HOA, P.O. Box 1283, Charlottesville, VA 22902 
ARC Report:
Last month, 3 applications were approved.  Four new applications have been submitted for tree removal this month, all of which have been deemed necessary by the ARC, and approved.

The home repair on Hidden Ridge is progressing nicely and the builder worked with the ARC to put in the proper windows.

Grounds Report:
The pond trail renovation was a great success and a motion has been made to erect a bridge to assist in crossing the stream.  

The bank near Arrow Wood and Stoney Creek will be re-seeded to promote seasonal growth

Social Chair:
The October Social was a great event, well attended and many positive comments.

Not much on the social horizon until the MCS Easter Egg Hunt.

Website Report:
Revisions to the ARC Guidelines will be posted on the MCS website.  Please visit the site.

General:
--We continue to have solicitors coming to people’s homes asking to trim or remove trees or other yard work.  The board strongly encourages homeowners not to give solicitors your business (door–to-door solicitation is not allowed in our covenants) and to contact our web site or Michael Wheelwright (our Grounds board member) for recommendations on reputable tree trimmers.

 The meeting was adjourned at 7:52pm
Reminders:
Annual due statements will be sent in late December.  Please pay promptly, (By February 1st) to avoid interest charges.  Dues are $85 and are due regardless of whether you receive an invoice or not.  Address is:  MCS HOA, P.O. Box 1283,
Charlottesville, VA 22902 
· If you want to get e-mails about issues regarding the neighborhood, sign up on the website (http://www.millcreeksouth.org/).  Your e-mail address is kept confidential.

· If you are selling your home and need a copy of the disclosure packet, contact Scott Walk.  The cost is $25, payable to MCS HOA.

· Please remember that the speed limit in the neighborhood is 25 MPH.  Many residents (including children and people with dogs) bike and walk on our streets, so please be cautious. 

· All changes to your home exterior, including but not limited to sheds, windows, painting, mailbox replacements, tree removal and retaining walls need to be pre-approved by the ARC.  Please contact Dell Erwin at 245-5891 for an application.

· The Board reminds homeowners that MCSHOA covenants prohibit all signs, including real estate, for sale, open house, political signs and any other notices in your yard or in windows.
· The Board reminds homeowners that MCSHOA covenants require our yards be maintained in a presentable appearance and with no storage of materials/household items visible from the roadways.

· Mailbox repair/replacement is available for $25/$100, respectively, payable to the MCSHOA.  Contact Scott Walk.  Paint specifically for the mailboxes (Duron’s Shore Beige) is FREE to all homeowners looking for the do-it-yourself method.  Contact Dell Erwin at 245-5891.
The next MCS HOA Meeting will be Wednesday, January 13th at 7PM at Cale Elementary School.  All homeowners are encouraged to attend and provide input.
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WARNING FIREPLACE OWNERS
A homeowner in Mill Creek South, John Zenker, has kindly alerted us to a possible danger regarding fireplaces. If you wish further information from him, email jaz5e@virginia.edu. Please notify neighbors you know with fireplaces.

This is what John wrote:

We recently purchased a wood-burning fireplace insert to put in our fireplace. The specifications for the product said that the wood mantel above the fireplace was not high enough above the firebox. So, I removed the wood mantel.

What I found is that the wood, which looked fine on the mantel, was charred underneath, and looks like it was at risk of going into flames. I don't know if the previous owner had a problem with a fire that got out of control at one point, or whether this is a design flaw, but thought I'd send this to you. 

As a reminder, please be extra careful with fires in fireplaces. Never burn gift wrappings or non-seasoned wood in fireplaces, and be careful not to make too large a fire.

We have never before heard of any problems with fireplaces at Mill Creek South, and homeowners have been using them for many years now.
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