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Mill Creek South Homeowners Association 

Minutes of the Board 

Monthly Meeting, 7:00PM

April 14th, 2009
Cale Elementary Cafeteria

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 PM.  Board members Chip McElearney, John McMullen, Scott Walk, and Michael Wheelwright were present.  Also in attendance was Dell Erwin. 

Treasurer's Report:  There are still approximately fourteen homeowners who have not paid their 2009 dues.  A current balance sheet was presented.  Interested parties wishing to see the HOA’s finances should contact Jim Muehlberg. 

ARC Report:  Dell Erwin is the new ARC Chair and Natalie Somer and Steve Nelson remain on the Committee.  The ARC met at the end of March, reviewed the Bylaws, and set a recurring meeting schedule for the 2nd Monday of each month at Dell’s house.  Five new applications were reviewed by the ARC, two for painting, one for a fence, and two other simple approvals made.  The newly redesigned application will be online in the coming weeks and homeowners should allow for 30 days for a committee response to any new application submissions.  Natalie will serve as backup when Dell is unavailable for Committee business and will also be the point of contact for mailbox paint (free) and approved home paint samples.  Sally Mank has graciously offered to remain involved with the ARC as a consultant when needed.  The ARC is still seeking additional members, particularly any with architectural and builder experience.
Grounds Report:  Michael Wheelwright discussed the completed seeding projects on Stoney Creek and Arrow Wood.  Two test beds on Stoney Creek and one on Arrow Wood were planted with wildflowers and native plants on successive weekends.  Germination has occurred in each plot and Michael will be monitoring these plots throughout the year to determine which species are successful given light, soil, and climate conditions before expanding the plantings to other common areas in the neighborhood.  The Board also discussed the reduction of common area mowing beyond culverts in common areas and the suggested cleaning of drainage channels becoming overgrown with trees and shrubs.
Social Chair Report:  There will be a Bi-annual Community Yard Sale on May 2 and more information regarding this event will be out soon.  We are also seeking a new Social Chair as Jenny steps down later this spring.
Website Chair Report:  John McMullen is ceasing work on the online forum he instituted several months ago linked through our website http://www.millcreeksouth.org due to inactivity.  He is considering alternative website redesigns to better advertise events in the community.
General:  The Board received word from the owner’s counsel regarding the vacant fire damaged house at 447 Hidden Ridge.  The owner is expecting to submit new plans to the ARC for property construction and reconstruction.
There have been several recent bear sightings and property/trash incursions in the last few weeks.  The local game warden recommends that people limit the temptation of easy food for native bears by securing, relocating, or removing outside trash containers, bird feeders, and pet food.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:49 PM.
Reminders:
· If you want to get e-mails about issues regarding the neighborhood, sign up on the website.  Your e-mail address is kept confidential.

· If you are selling your home and need a copy of the disclosure packet, contact Scott Walk.  The cost is $25, payable to MCS HOA.

· Please remember that the speed limit in the neighborhood is 25 MPH.  Many residents (including children and people with dogs) bike and walk on our streets, so please be cautious. 

· All changes to your home exterior, including but not limited to sheds, windows, painting, mailbox replacements, tree removal and retaining walls need to be pre-approved by the ARC.  Please contact Dell Erwin at 245-5891 for an application.

· The Board reminds homeowners that MCSHOA covenants prohibit all signs, including real estate, for sale, open house, political signs and any other notices in your yard or in windows.
· The Board reminds homeowners that MCSHOA covenants require our yards be maintained in a presentable appearance and with no storage of materials/household items visible from the roadways.
· Mailbox repair/replacement is available for $25/$100, respectively, payable to the MCSHOA.  Contact Scott Walk.  Primer and paint specifically for the mailboxes (Duron’s Shore Beige) is FREE to all homeowners looking for the do-it-yourself method.  Contact Natalie Somer at 296-4287 for paint and primer.
The next MCS HOA Meeting will be Wednesday, May 13th at 7PM at Cale Elementary Cafeteria.  All homeowners are encouraged to attend and provide input.
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